August 17th, 2003
Hi Gavin

This will definitely be a short letter. Only a few entries in my diary, and for only two days. The first entry is about the massive blackout in the New York and Eastern Canada region. Affected many people. Initially it was given as 50 million but with subsequent reports crept up to 100 million. The final figure was either fact or what I call “TV inflation” when TV broadcasters seemingly want to increase numbers just for the sake of it or to get one up on competitors. I can remember when I was a boy that regular power cuts were a regular part of life, especially in the winter, as there was just not enough electricity being produced in NZ at the time. We always had a stock of candles available for power cuts. Lucky we didn’t live with tropical temperatures, though even if we had, very few people would have had air conditioners anyway, just as in those days, there were almost no air conditioners in HK. For buildings that did have cooling, this was done using large slabs made in the street that still bears the name – Ice House Street (though I think the ice houses had gone by the time I came to HK.)


Another diary entry was about the announcement yesterday of the death of Idi Amin at the age of “about 80” (which probably means his date of birth is not sure). You may not have heard of him, but he was the “butcher of Uganda” back in the 1970s. He became dictator of Uganda and spent most of his time wiping out all opposition. All told, about 300 000 people were killed. He was known to have stocked his refrigerators with body parts! However, his cruelty was often masked by his buffoonery. He once proclaimed to the world that he was the King of Scotland (why Scotland, I’m not sure). As Uganda had been a British colony, Amin awarded himself the CBE (a Queen’s honour meaning “Commander of the British Empire”). But Amin changed it to “Conqueror of the British Empire.” He also kicked out thousands of Indians and other East Asians living in Uganda (most of who settled in the UK), which devastated the country’s economy. Also, he allied himself to the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) which at that time was hijacking and blowing up airliners (on the ground). Amin allowed an Air France jet, hijacked by the PLO, with many Israelis on board, to land at Entebbe airport in Uganda. But the Israelis flew in a commando team to Entebbe one night and rescued all (?) the passengers. This action really humiliated Amin. Anyway, he was overthrown in 1979 and went into exile mainly in Saudi Arabia, as he was a Muslim. 

RTHK is celebrating 75 years of broadcasting. There is a special exhibition in the HK Museum of History that runs until late in September. Wouldn’t mind seeing it. 


Yesterday afternoon, I watched the last Tri-Nations Rugby test in Auckland, which was between NZ and Australia. NZ narrowly won by 21 to 17, scoring two classy tries but not looking so good for the rest of the match. Australia got one try. The match also doubled as the second Bledisloe Cup match, which is a competition between just NZ and Australia. (Bledisloe was the name of an Australian(?) governor-general many years ago.) There are 2 games (both double as tri-nations games) and to get the cup, a country must get a clear win. If there is a drawn series (e.g. one win each), the holder keeps the cup. This has happened in the last few years, meaning that NZ was never able to get the cup from Australia. However, they are now thinking of going back to having 3 matches, which was the number before the tri-nations competition began. Yesterday’s game was the last for both Australia and NZ before the World Cup begins in late October. 

That’s about it for now. Very short letter indeed! I will see you next friday (22nd). Is that correct? Let me know, so I can get things ready for you. 

Cheers,

Dad
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